
 

Common Tasks: The Common Tasks in English provide the framework for teachers to plan 

units and individual lessons for their students.  Teachers at SCMS will work collaboratively to 

plan units and lessons by selecting texts and other materials, creating mastery objectives, and 

planning the learning experiences that will help students attain excellence in each task.   
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6.1.1 Write a brief scene showing a character’s personality.* 

6.1.2 Write and present an argument defending or challenging a quotation. 

6.1.3 Analyze how an author develops a character in a text. 

6.1.4 Compare how a print and non-print text express a common theme or central idea. 

 

6.2.1 Write an explanation of how an author uses language to create mood. 

6.2.2 Analyze a scene from a film of an adventure story.* 

6.2.3 Create and present an advertisement for a product. 

6.2.4 Write an additional or alternative scene for a text in the unit. 

 

6.3.1 Research a contemporary issue and provide an objective summary of each source. 

6.3.2 Write and present a speech that argues a claim. 

6.3.3 Examine the causes and effects of conflict in a text.* 

6.3.4 Write an original story about how a character responds to a challenge. 

 

6.4.1 Write an explanation of how an author uses language to create tone in a narrative.* 

6.4.2 Write a collection of poems based on a theme or central idea. 

6.4.3 Write an essay explaining how an author uses fiction to give voice to real-world 

issues. 

6.4.4 Prepare and perform a scene from a play by Shakespeare. 

* Teachers who wish to make more time for re-teaching a common task may choose to omit these 

starred tasks or blend them into others, but the relevant skills and concepts must be incorporated 

into instruction during the unit. 
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7.1.1 Present a brief speech to the class that highlights an aspect of a person’s identity.* 

7.1.2 Explain how a character is revealed through interactions with other characters. 

7.1.3 Write a personal narrative about a significant influence on your identity. 

7.1.4 Write an argument about a central idea or an issue raised by a text. 

 

7.2.1 Compare how a fictional text and a nonfiction text portray the same subject. 

7.2.2 Write a short story that shows how setting helps shape character. 

7.2.3 Explain how an author develops a theme in a narrative.* 

7.2.4 Research the history of a nearby place and present an argument about its value or 

importance. 

 

7.3.1 Analyze how an author uses narrative to influence readers’ understanding of 

history.* 

7.3.2 Write a narrative that explores a different perspective than one offered in a text. 

7.3.3 Write an essay that explains at least two different perspectives on an issue or 

problem of interest. 

7.3.4 Evaluate how objectively a subject is presented in an informational video segment. 

 

7.4.1 Create an original work that presents or supports an argument. 

7.4.2 Write an analysis of how an author uses language to establish a particular tone. 

7.4.3 Analyze how the performance of a written text affects the impact of the words.* 

7.4.4 Prepare and perform a scene from A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

* Teachers who wish to make more time for re-teaching a common task may choose to omit these 

starred tasks or blend them into others, but the relevant skills and concepts must be incorporated 

into instruction during the unit. 
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An evaluation or review of a product, service, or experience 

A persuasive piece written to an authentic audience* 



 
An argument that uses information from multiple sources 

An analytical response to a piece of literature from the unit* 

A comparison of narrative elements in two texts 

An informative essay about a complex process 

A description of a setting* 

A personal narrative about a significant event 

A fictional narrative that develops a theme 
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Rewrite a passage from a different point of view. 

Analyze the significance of a character for the work as a whole. 

Explain how a work draws on themes or patterns from literature or history. 

Research a nonfiction story or passage, explain the context, and deliver an interpretive reading. 

Present a creative interpretation of a scene to demonstrate your understanding of the playwright’s 

intent. 

Write an analysis of how the language of a poem contributes to its meaning or purpose. 



 
 


